[Renal cell carcinoma recurrence in the mediastinum lymph node 19 years after nephrectomy: a case report].
A 62-year-old male, who had undergone right nephrectomy to treat renal cancer 19 years earlier, was recently referred to our hospital to receive a detailed examination and treatment of mediastinal lymph node swelling. Biopsy of the swollen lymph nodes allowed a diagnosis of renal cell carcinoma (alveolar type, clear cell subtype, GI) to be made. The pathological features of his tumor were consistent with those of the renal tumor resected 19 years previously. Because there was a high probability of further growth of the swollen mediastinal lymph nodes and consequent high probability of compression of the superior vena cava, we performed mediastinal lymph node excision. Immediately after surgery, prophylactic interferon therapy was started. To date, five cases (including the present case) in which renal tumors recurred more than 15 years after surgical treatment have been reported in Japan.